Our Brave appeal focuses on securing new funding for a programme of research,
diagnostics and support for individuals and families who have a high risk family history or
carry the BRCA gene.
Brave is the only dedicated fundraising campaign in Ireland for individuals at high risk of
developing breast cancer, due to a combination of either known faulty genes or evidence
of strong family history of breast cancer, potentially due to faulty genes that we have yet to
discover.

St James’s Hospital is a Cancer Centre of Excellence. It is the largest centre in Ireland for
the diagnosis and treatment of individuals with hereditary/familial breast cancer.
St James’s Hospital runs the largest specialist
cancer genetics service in Ireland with a dedicated
multidisciplinary cancer genetics team with expertise
in genetic testing, surveillance and management of
high-risk individuals. The numbers attending our
genetics service is increasing year on year, with the
numbers tested more than doubling between 2010
and 2013.

risk screening breast clinic to women at increased risk
of breast cancer either due to a family history of this
disease or other such risk factors e.g. previous high dose
radiation exposure.GPs may directly refer patients to the
high risk breast cancer clinic, who they suspect to be at
high risk of breast cancer due to their family history.
You can read more about our service on
www.supportstjames.ie

The Breast Care unit in St James’s provides a high

Our Promise to Donors
We want to develop our research capability and support services for patients further.
All donations received through the Brave appeal will be used to:
• Fund world class research carried out at St James’s
Hospital and Trinity College Dublin, which will benefit
individuals and families in Ireland and potentially
internationally. With suitable funding, we can
continue our research studies exploring specifically
what factors have the potential to prevent or
delay breast cancer developing in these high-risk
individuals.

• Provide a much needed support programme for
individuals and families who are discovered to carry
the BRCA gene. These families need help before
and after genetic testing to help them live with the
findings and potential actions that they may want to
take.

REASONS TO SUPPORT
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Brave is the only appeal
devoted to individuals at
high risk of developing
breast cancer. Therefore,
it you make a gift, we can
assure you that your gift will
go directly to this field of
research and treatment.

St. James’s Hospital is a
Cancer Centre of Excellence
and is the largest centre in
Ireland for the diagnosis and
treatment of individuals with
hereditary breast cancer.
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In recent years there has
been increased ‘penetrance’
of faulty BRCA-genes.
This means that nowadays
women with a faulty BRCAgene are more likely to
develop breast-cancer than
they were in the past.

Well designed research
studies are needed to
reveal specifically what
factors have the potential
to prevent or delay breastcancer developing in these
high-risk individuals.

3
St. James’s Hospital runs
the largest specialist
Cancer Genetics service in
Ireland with a dedicated
multidisciplinary cancer
genetics team with
expertise in genetic
testing, surveillance and
management of high-risk
individuals.

4
Individuals with a faulty
BRCA gene and/or a strong
family history of breast
cancer have a much higher
risk of developing breast
cancer than the general
population.
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Research in St. James’s
Hospital and Trinity
College Dublin aimed at
investigating the how
targeting lifestyle factors
may prevent or delay
breast-cancer developing
in high-risk individuals
has been acknowledged
internationally. More
funding is required to ensure
that this important study is
continued.

Cancer research is a key
platform linking St. James’s
Hospital and Trinity College
Dublin. The Trinity Centre
for Health Sciences is
located on the grounds of
St. James’s Hospital this
proximity allows for effective
engagement between
research and front-line
care by bringing together
Research Scientists and
Clinical teams. Their shared
aim is to develop novel
strategies to reduce the risk
of hereditary breast cancer
in high-risk individuals.

How to Support this Appeal
You can make a gift online at www.supportstjames.ie
by clicking on the donate button and choosing Brave.
To discuss a donation, contact Clodagh Memery on
clodagh@supportstjames.ie or phone 01 – 410 3986
To organise a fundraising event, contact Jamie Conway on
jamie@supportstjames.ie or phone 01 – 410 3936.
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